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hypnotic suggestion and spirit communication,
and other feats of magic form the subject-
matter of the Tantras.1 But although the
Tantrists seem to hanker after spirits rather
than spirit, many a noble soul may be found
among them worshipping the Impersonal under
the personality of Kali. Such a one was K&nia-
krishna Paramahansa, a fervent Hindu saint

1 Magic lias been defined as conscious control over
Nature's finer forces. St Paul held that " natural man "
if he be gifted that way will search the hidden mysteries
of Nature, but that by magic alone he cannot receive the
deep things of the spirit. At all times, the forbidden
arts have been eagerly practised. Ages before Moses,
the priesthood in the valley of the Nile fortified their
initiate kings by the use of magic, and the ancient
wisdom of Israel was derived from Egyptian magicians.
But in spite of incantations and necromancy, the heart
of Pharaoh was hardened by the Lord, and the Hebrews
degenerated to a carnally - minded people. Christ's t
supreme contempt of name and fame and money angered
the Jews, because their leading motives were lust of
gold and worldly honours, and his defiance of the
Mosaic law exasperated the Scribes and Pharisees who
knew no higher law. If his followers had believed in
him without being shown signs and wonders, Jesus
would not have taken the trouble to rebuke the wind
and waters, or curse a fig-tree so that it presently
withered away. His godlike soul must have rebelled
against an evil and adulterous generation which sought
after petty signs,